FETTERS  ON  LIFE
1 also read many books on the origin of Religion, but in them again I failed to find what I wanted for the same reasons. So I had to set to myself to work the subject out. In The Hearts of Men was my first attempt. I did not get very far. But I have since then worked the matter out more completely, and I will give here the gist of it. I think it applies to all religions. It does to all I have tried.
Religions originate in the pursuit of some living ideal, in the revolt against things as they are. They are at first fluid and creedless. They are ideas that live and grow and change. People profess them vaguely because they commit themselves to nothing. Then arise priests who petrify the ideal into creeds which no one would or could believe. But the children are taught them when they are too young to defend themselves, and so religions persist. For there is no religion in the world, no creed, no faith that the adult reason even of the savage does not instinctively reject as untrue. There are never any sincere adult conversions anywhere to any faith, nor have been, A creed once framed is an untruth petrified. It is a shackle on freedom, it is a means of enforcing slavery. Therefore have governments seized on faiths and imposed them by law on their subjects for their own purposes ; they are monopolies or corners in knowledge.
They are made up of truths.    This must never be